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GUHLA/CHEEKA (AVNI SHARMA): Sub-Divisional Magistrate Manish Kumar Yadav on Wednesday 
inspected the Cheeka grain market to review paddy procurement and lifting operations and directed 
officials to ensure smooth procurement and timely lifting of the crop. During the visit, Yadav interacted 

with farmers, commission agents and 
representatives of procurement 
agencies to assess the arrangements 
and address issues related to 
procurement.
He directed officials to ensure that 
farmers do not face any inconvenience 
and that complaints are resolved 
promptly. He also cautioned against 
negligence in the procurement process 
and called for adequate arrangements at 
all procurement centres.
According to the SDM, a total of 
22,43,287 quintals of paddy had arrived 

in various grain markets by October 27, of which around 16 lakh quintals had been lifted. He asked 
procurement agencies and concerned officials to expedite lifting operations to prevent paddy from 
accumulating in the markets and ensure that farmers can sell their produce without difficulty.

SDM inspects Cheeka grain market, directs 
officials to expedite paddy lifting

SBI Life Insurance registers New Business Premium of 
₹20,259 crores for the period ended on 30th September

CHANDIGARH: BJP Chandigarh state spokesperson Rahul Sharma has criticised the Congress and 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) over their allegations of ‘vote theft’ in connection with the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls, citing figures he said demonstrated the scale and transparency of the 
exercise.Sharma alleged that the opposition was questioning the electoral process to divert attention 
from its declining political support. He pointed to the Congress’s national vote share, which he said 
had fallen from 45 per cent in 1952 to 21.4 per cent in 2024, and accused the party of targeting 
democratic institutions rather than examining its own political performance.Citing figures attributed to 
the Election Commission of India (ECI), Sharma said around 82 crore of the country’s 95 crore 
eligible voters, or approximately 88 per cent, had completed their enumeration forms. He added that 
voters in participating states had been given between 100 and 158 days to complete the 
exercise.According to Sharma, the revision covered more than nine lakh polling booths and involved 
over 11 lakh government officials. He also claimed that more than 35 lakh authorised political party 
representatives, including workers from the 
Congress and AAP, participated as Booth Level 
Agent-2 (BLA-2) representatives.Questioning the 
opposition’s allegations, Sharma asked whether 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi and AAP leader 
Arvind Kejriwal were also questioning the role of 
their own party workers involved in the 
process.BJP cites figures on electoral roll 
revisionSharma said approximately 13 crore 
names had been excluded from electoral rolls 
under categories classified as Absent, Shifted, 
Dead and Duplicate (ASDD). He claimed the 
exercise identified 2.89 crore deceased individuals 
and 1.01 crore duplicate entries, following 
verification that included up to three household 
visits by Booth Level Officers and political party 
representatives.He also challenged allegations 
concerning Form 7, which is used to object to the 
inclusion of names in electoral rolls or seek their 
deletion. Sharma claimed that around 29 lakh 
names had been removed through Form 7 across 
the country, while more than two crore new voters 
had been enrolled through Form 6.
Sharma refers to previous electoral revisionsThe 
BJP spokesperson said intensive electoral roll 
revisions had been conducted eight times since 
Independence, predominantly during Congress-
led governments. He accused the opposition of 
applying different standards to the process 
depending on its political interests. Sharma cited 
statements attributed to Congress leaders in 
Kerala, including Ramesh Chennithala, Mathew 
Kuzhalnadan and Shashi Tharoor, who he said 
had supported the use of SIR to identify bogus 
voters. 

BJP spokesperson Rahul Sharma challenges Congress
 and AAP over SIR-related ‘vote theft’ allegations

CHANDIGARH : SBI Life Insurance, one of the leading life insurers in the country registered a New Business 
Premium of ₹20,259 crores for the period ended on 30th September, 2026 vis-a-vis ₹18,349 crores for the 

period ended 30th September, 2025. Regular premium has increased by 21% over the period ended on 30th 
September, 2025. Establishing a clear focus on protection, SBI Life’s protection new business premium stood at 
₹3,235 crores for the period ended 30th September, 2026, marking a growth of 46%. Protection Individual new 

business premium registered a growth of 20% and stood at ₹446 crores for the period ended 30th September, 

2026. Individual New Business Premium stands at ₹13,732 crores with 13% growth over the period ended on 

30th September, 2025. SBI Life’s profit after tax stands at ₹1,274 crores for the period ended 30th September, 

2026 with a growth of 17% over the period ended on 30th September, 2025. The company’s solvency ratio 
continues to remain robust at 1.97 as on 30th September, 2026 as against the regulatory requirement of 1.50. 
SBI Life’s AUM also continued to grow at 9% to ₹5,27,120 crores as on 30th September, 2026 from ₹4,81,465 

crores as on 30th September, 2025, with the debt-equity mix of 60:40. 94% of the debt investments are in AAA 
and Sovereign instruments. The company has a diversified distribution network of 3,94,574 trained insurance 
professionals and wide presence with 1,244 offices across the country, comprising of strong bancassurance 
channel, agency channel and others comprising of corporate agents, brokers, Point of sale persons (POS), 
insurance marketing firms, web aggregators and direct business.

SHASHI PAL JAIN
KHARAR:  On the auspicious occasion of Karwa Chauth, A.P.J. Public School, Mundi Kharar, organised 
a Mehndi Competition for girls of Classes IX to XII. The competition aimed to promote Indian culture and 
traditions while providing students with a platform to showcase their creativity and artistic talents. The 
students participated enthusiastically and decorated their hands with beautiful mehndi designs, featuring 
intricate patterns, floral motifs, and traditional artwork. Their creativity, patience, and artistic skills added 
colour and charm to the festive atmosphere. Principal Jasvir Chander appreciated the enthusiastic 
participation of the students and encouraged them to remain connected with their cultural roots. 
Celebrating such occasions in school helps students understand the value of our traditions and develop 
respect for our cultural diversity. Activities like mehndi competitions also encourage creativity, 
confidence, and the spirit of healthy competition among students.”The competition provided a delightful 
opportunity for students to express their artistic abilities while celebrating the cultural significance of 
Karwa Chauth. The school campus was filled with joy, enthusiasm, and festive spirit.

Mehndi Competition Celebrated 
at A.P.J. Public School Kharar

Karnal to develop eight major roads as 
smart roads at a cost of Rs 24.02 crore

KARNAL, OCTOBER 28 (SHIV KUMAR SHARMA): The Karnal Municipal Corporation is preparing 
to upgrade eight major roads in the city into smart roads equipped with modern infrastructure and 
improved civic amenities. The project, being undertaken under the Right of Way initiative as part of a 
budget announcement, will cost approximately Rs 24.02 crore.Municipal Commissioner Saloni 
Sharma inspected the proposed stretches with municipal engineers and reviewed the preparations 
and planned development works. She directed officials to ensure that the project improved facilities 
for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists alike.Footpaths, cycle tracks and modern lighting 
plannedSharma said the roads would be 
developed as integrated smart roads with a 
range of civic amenities, including footpaths, 
seating areas, decorative poles and modern 
lighting, an improved drainage system, better 
traffic management, dedicated cycle tracks, 
ornamental plants to maintain greenery 
throughout the year and tree guards made of 
Agra red stone.She instructed engineers to 
prioritise pedestrian safety, cyclist 
convenience, smooth vehicular movement 
and efficient drainage. 


